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Abstract

Introduction: Investigation of traditional medicine sources is one of the research priorities. The
Canon of Medicine as the most authoritative comprehensive medical book plays an important role in
medical education. Avicenna explains the anatomy in this book. The kidneys and ureter are involved
in regulating blood pressure, disposing of the waste material and passing it to the bladder. This article
presents the viewpoints of Avicenna, an Iranian thinker, and other traditional medicine sources on
renal anatomy and compare them with the modern anatomy science.

Materials and Methods: At first, the texts of traditional medicine, such as ‘The Canon of Medicine’
(by Avicenna), ‘Zakhireye Khwarazmshahi’, and ‘Tashrih-i Mansur’ were studied. The criteria for
choosing these books were the credibility of the thinkers and referability of the writings. Then,
during a library study, the foundations of anatomy, surgery, pathology, and semiology extracted from
the Iranian medicine sources and sources of modern medicine using the keywords "kidney", and then
analyzed. The similarities and differences were reviewed and compared between the traditional and
modern medicine.

Results: According to the results, it was found that despite the considerations in the use of the human
body and more frequent use of animal model for teaching and research, the knowledge of the Iranian
physicians regarding the anatomy and physiology of the kidney and urinary system has been
carefully established and is consistent with the modern medical findings.

Conclusion: Anatomy and recognition of various renal diseases based on their symptoms show the
accuracy and correct interpretation of the kidney sign and semiology and accurate knowledge of its
function.
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