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Abstract

Introduction: One of the most important current environmental issues is dental waste in dentistry
offices due to its high contents of toxic, pathogenic, and hazardous agents. The aim of this review
study was to evaluate the management practices of dental wastes produced in dentistry offices in
Iran.

Materials and Methods: This study was conducted by reviewing Persian and English articles
published from 1997 to 2018 in PubMed, Magiran, Google Scholar, Iranmedex, Scopus, Irandoc and
SID databases using the English keywords, such as dental solid waste, solid waste management,
disposal waste, hazards, biomedical waste, and dental clinics. Moreover, the Persian keywords
included potential infectious waste, semi household waste, chemical-pharmaceutical waste, toxic
waste, dentistry wastes, waste, and management.

Results: A total of 15 studies derived from 245 articles related to the management of dental wastes
produced in dental offices in Iran were reviewed. Subsequently, the results of the recent studies were
discussed and summarized.

Conclusion: It can be concluded that the dentists should be trained to reduce, separate and recycle
the wastes according to the rules and regulations. The separation of recyclable wastes from dental
wastes can lead to the reduction of a large number of wastes so that the costs of collection,
transportation, disposal and disinfecting will be reduced.
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